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Good evening church! Turn in your Bibles to Habakkuk, which is the 5th book from the 
end of the OT, and let’s read about a complaint the prophet Habakkuk shares to God. 
The prophet was grieved and shocked by how God’s people continually departed 
from covenant life. They no longer lived like a chosen and saved people. We look 
around and can probably wonder the same thing about Christianity in our country 
today. America is still known around the world as a “Christian nation” however, we 
know that is far from the truth. The Barna Group is a market research firm specializing in 
studying the religious beliefs and behavior of Americans, and the intersection of faith 
and culture. Studies have shown in 2019 among American Christians that: 

• 25% are practicing Christians 
• 43% are non practicing Christians 
• 23% are non-Christians 
• 29% Christians attending church weekly 
• 14% read their Bible in the last seven days 
• 69% Christians pray weekly 

Habakkuk 1:1-5 

“The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you 
make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence 

are before me; strife and contention arise. 4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never 
goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 

5 “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a 
work in your days that you would not believe if told.” 

1. What is a Prophet in the Bible? 

• A prophet RECEIVES messages from GOD (v 1) 
• MESSAGE concerning FUTURE events (v 5) 

Story of Southern Baptist missionary to China, Sallie Little Holmes 
• For a certain PERSON or group of PEOPLE (v 2-4) 
• A prophet is an ADVOCATE or MEDIATOR between God and a group of people 

(v 2 & 4)  



Many theologians believe prophecy ceased after we had the complete word of God. 
The Apostle John, not prophet, does warn against adding anything to Scripture:  
“I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 

tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.” 
Revelation 22:18-19 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 

mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ so that we may 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 

wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” 
Ephesians 4:11-14 

2. Is a Prophet of God Trustworthy? 

• The Test of True PROPHECY is if it ALIGNS with what Scripture says.  
“And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to 

pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by 

the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:19-21 

• If prophecy CONTRADICTS what God declares in the Bible, pay NO attention to 
the words of the so-called “prophecy.”  

• If prophecy LINES up with Scripture 100%, PRAY for discernment about what God 
is trying to say for your life. 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits.” Matthew 7:15 

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there 

are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached 
to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.”  

Galatians 1:6-9 

What we do know about Habakkuk is that in this book, we meet a true prophet with a 
burning zeal for the glory of the Lord. Even prophets had questions that desired 
answers and direction from God. The meaning of his name is uncertain but it may 
have come from the Hebrew name meaning “to embrace”. How you will embrace 
God, His living Word, and His perfect Will for your life? Even when we are going through 
uncertain times, can we still have confident faith in Jesus Christ our LORD?


